
 
 
 
SEMIS Guiding Principles:  
 

1. The SEMIS Coalition is rooted in the Great Lakes 
watershed of southeast Michigan. We understand 
that the watersheds of the Great Lakes support and 
sustain life and we commit to connecting 
communities locally and globally across social and 
ecological boundaries. 
 

2. The social and ecological injustices of our time are 
intersectional. We practice place-based education to 
create transformational change through inquiry, 
interdisciplinary learning, democratic practices, and 
solutions grounded in hope and actions.  
 

3. Humans are a part of the web of life in which all 
living things have inherent value and dignity. Our 
work is rooted in ecojustice and our community 
addresses social and ecological challenges together 
through intergenerational dialogue, civic action, and 
collaboration between teachers, students, and 
community partners.   
 

4. We are a strengths-based coalition, rooted in 
collaboration, belonging, and a diversity of 



relationships, members, and generations in the 
community. Our reciprocal relationships acknowledge 
and work to undo unjust power dynamics and limits 
of positionality to build communities of 
interdependence.  
 

5. We believe young people do not have to wait to be 
empowered civic actors and we provide equitable 
opportunities for young people to make valuable 
contributions to and decisions for their communities 
now. We support youth agency and voice, building 
youth-adult partnerships to lead transformational 
change. 
 

6. We are committed to anti-racism. In our attitudes 
and activities, we reject any form of discrimination, 
marginalization, violence, and exploitation. 
 

7. Everyone is an educator; everyone is a learner. We 
respect the dignity, professionalism, and creativity of 
educators, both formal and informal, and approach 
interactions with love, grace, flexibility, humor, and 
fun. 


