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Place-based education 

balances… 

Backward 
Mapping 

Forward 
Mapping 

Choice of student 
actions 

Student project 
choice 

Student questions 

Big Ideas/concepts 

Essential Question 

Exhibition/Problem 
Challenge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Step 3         Step 2            Step 1 

Backwards Mapping 

Not always a linear process!!  

Unit/Learning Plan 

 

Lesson Plans 

Activities/Events 

Field Trips/Speakers 

 

How will I teach them? 

 

Assessment 

 

Formative 

Summative 

Authentic 

 

How will they show me they 
understand? 

 

 

End Result 
What do I want them to 

understand & be able to do? 

Create concept maps of 

big ideas 

Identify project and   

learning goals and 

culminating experiences 

Identify standards    

Connect to existing 

curriculum 

 Sketch a timeline/pacing 

+ = 



Three stages of PBE 

curriculum  

Launch 

Build 

Act 



Levels of Inquiry 

Inquiry is not all or nothing! 

Using an Inquiry approach takes practice 

and scaffolding for students. 



Levels of Inquiry 



Inquiry woven into standards 



Three stages of PBE 

curriculum  

Launch 

Build 

Act 



Entry points for PBE planning 

Culminating 

project or 

experience 

Assessment 

Idea 

Identified 

Standard 

Community 

partner 

suggests a 

project 

Curriculum 

unit 
Student asks 

a question, 

identifies 

need 

Community 

Mapping and 

Inventories 

Current 

environment

al or social 

event in the 

news 



Examples of Entry Points: 
Entry Point Example 

Culminating project or experience • MI Sea Grant boat experience,  

• Bioswale 

• Outdoor learning space 

Identified Standard Neinas Elementary – Scientific 

Method/ UofM Dearborn partnership 

Community partner suggests a 

project 

Friends of the Rouge – River 

Education Project 

Assessment Idea Mural Project 

Student asks a question, identifies 

need 

Abandoned lots near schools 

Curriculum Unit Rudolf Steiner  

Current environmental or social 

event in the news 

Flint Water Crisis 

Ann Arbor Dioxane Plume 

Detroit Flooding 

Community Mapping & Inventories Neinas neighborhood walks 


