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EcoJustice Essential Question Germinator
The following checklist is designed to help you make sure that the EcoJustice essential question that you design as a school is a powerful one. 
Powerful EcoJustice essential questions are “fertile” (like rich soil teeming with life) because they have the following qualities: 

	Potential Question: 



	Criteria for a powerful EcoJustice essential question:
	Check Here
	Comments/questions

	The question generates more and more questions.


	
	

	There is no “right answer” to the question.


	
	

	There are multiple approaches to answering the question. 

	
	

	The question elicits multiple perspectives and voices and therefore engenders passionate debate and controversy.


	
	

	Answering the question can dramatically affect a person’s and community’s quality of life.


	
	

	All students can connect to the question regardless of prior experience, culture, grade level, ability, and learning style(s). 

	
	

	The question can be used to drive instruction in every discipline and provide conceptual “bridges” between disciplines.


	
	

	The question provides a way to meet multiple state and national content standards.


	
	

	The question addresses cultural aspects of a local problem (e.g. How does consumerism lead to polluting the rivers and lakes in our watershed?)


	
	

	The question helps students develop a deep understanding of EcoJustice concepts (e.g. individualism, consumerism, ethnocentrism, etc.)

	
	

	The question is local, place-based, and can only be understood within the “history of one’s place.”

	
	

	The question can effectively create a “bridge” to global issues, histories, debates, and cultural mindsets and conflicts. 


	
	

	The question can “anchor” the school and community in common inquiry, discourse, debate, and action.


	
	

	The question leads to the opportunity for building deeper relationships and networks with “the community” (including other SEMIS schools, families, community elders, organizations, local government, non-profits, businesses, etc.)


	
	

	The question leads to local and regional civic action around issues of social and environmental stewardship.


	
	

	The question articulates EcoJustice concepts in a language that can be understood and embraced by multiple audiences including students, other colleagues, administration, parents, and local community members.
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